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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 8, 11-14, 18, 21-24 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Lowry (USPN 5,787,398). 

Regarding claims 1,11 and 21, Lowry discloses a method, computer program 
product and a data processing system, hereinafter referenced as a method comprising: 

filtering a frame of a first speech signal to obtain a residual signal frame and a set 
of vocal tract model parameters (vocal tract components of a waveform; column 3, lines 
8-22), wherein the frame of the first speech signal and the residual signal frame contain 
a same fixed number of samples (frame of fixed length; column 5, lines 13-21); 

determining from the residual signal frame at least one pitch cycle within the 
residual frame (at least two per pitch period; column 3, lines 25-35); 

applying a transformation function to the residual frame to obtain a modified 
residual frame, wherein the modified residual frame contains an integer number of pitch 
cycles (re-form the desired speech signal; column 3, lines 36-51); and 

synthesizing a second speech signal from the modified residual frame and the 
set of vocal tract model parameters (modified pitchmark to resynthesize speech from 
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the residual; column 5, lines 2-6), whereby the second speech signal is a pitch- 
compensated speech signal (to give more consistent results; column 5, lines 24-35 and 
column 6, lines 15-25). 

Regarding claims 2, 12 and 22, Lowry discloses a method wherein the integer 
number of pitch cycles is a predetermined integer number of pitch cycles (one window 
per pitch period; column 3, lines 36-51). 

Regarding claims 3, 13 and 23, Lowry discloses a method wherein the integer 
number of pitch cycles is predetermined to be one (one window per pitch period; column 
3, lines 36-51). 

Regarding claims 4, 14 and 24, Lowry discloses a method wherein the 
transformation function changes a time scale of a residual signal represented by the 
residual signal frame (residual signal; column 1, lines 57-63). 

Regarding claims 8, 18 and 28, discloses a method wherein the transformation 
function generates a modified residual signal frame from the residual frame by 
performing operations that include: 

mapping to zero a first subset of sample from a residual represented by the 
residual signal frame (mapping each sample; column 4, lines 5-17); and 

mapping a second subset of samples from the residual signal to their identical 
values (original sampling rate; column 4, lines 5-17). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4 Claims 6-7, 10, 16-17, 20, 26-27 and 30 are rejected under 35 U S C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Lowry in view of Chuang (USPN 4,941,178). 

Regarding claim 6, 16 and 26, Lowry discloses a method wherein the speech 
signal is pitch-compensated, but does not specifically teach wherein the transformation 
function changes the time scale of the residual signal by performing a non-linear time 
warping operation on an interval of the residual signal so as to find a correspondence 
between samples from the interval of the residual signal and samples in a reference 
signal. 

Chuang teaches speech recognition using preclassification and spectral 
normalization wherein the transformation function changes the time scale of the residual 
signal by performing a non-linear time warping operation (the dynamic time warp 
technique performs a nonlinear time sequence adjustment) on an interval of the residual 
signal so as to find a correspondence between samples from the interval of the residual 
signal and samples in a reference signal (to bring it into closer match; column 6, lines 8- 
18), to carry out phonetic preclassification. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lowry's method wherein the transformation 
function changes the time scale of the residual signal by performing a non-linear time 
warping operation on an interval of the residual signal so as to find a correspondence 
between samples from the interval of the residual signal and samples in a reference 
signal, as taught by Chuang, to carry out phonetic preclassification, since words can be 
spoken at different rates, one can not expect that the slope vectors will match the 
prototype exactly over time (column 6, lines 8-18). 

Regarding claims 7, 17 and 27, Lowry discloses a method wherein the speech 
signal is pitch-compensated, but does not specifically teach wherein the non-linear time 
warping operation is performed according to a dynamic time warping algorithm. 

Chuang teaches speech recognition using preclassification and spectral 
normalization wherein the non-linear time warping operation is performed according to a 
dynamic time warping algorithm (dynamic time warp technique; column 6, lines 8-18), to 
perform a nonlinear time sequence adjustment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lowry's method wherein the non-linear time 
warping operation is performed according to a dynamic time warping algorithm, as 
taught by Chuang, to perform a nonlinear time sequence adjustment if the incoming 
vector sequence to bring it into closer match with the prototype to which it is being 
compared (column 6, lines 8-18). 
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Regarding claims 10, 20 and 30, Lowry discloses a method wherein the speech 
signal is pitch-compensated, but does not specifically teach the method further 
comprising feeding the modified residual signal frame to at least one of speech 
recognition and speaker recognition software. 

Chuang teaches speech recognition using preclassification and spectral 
normalization further comprising feeding the modified residual signal frame to at least 
one of speech recognition and speaker recognition software (figure 1 A with column 3, 
lines 54-58), for generating speech vectors. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lowry' s method wherein it further comprises 
feeding the modified residual signal frame to at least one of speech recognition and 
speaker recognition software, as taught by Chuang, to demonstrate the typical formant 
peaks in the spectrum resulting form the vocal tract resonance (column 3, lines 54-63). 

5. Claims 9, 19 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lowry in view of Moriya et al. (USPN 5,651,090), hereinafter referenced as Moriya. 

Regarding claims 9, 19 and 29, Lowry discloses a method wherein the speech 
signal is pitch-compensated, but does not specifically teach a method comprising 
cyclically shifting samples in the modified residual signal frame so as to normalize a 
phase of the modified residual signal frame. 
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Moriya teaches a coding method wherein it comprises cyclically shifting samples 
in the modified residual signal frame so as to normalize a phase of the modified residual 
signal frame (normalized residual coefficients are cyclically shifted (column 19, lines 1- 
1 5), to suppress a pitch component. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lowry's method wherein it comprises cyclically 
shifting samples in the modified residual signal frame so as to normalize a phase of the 
modified residual signal frame, as taught by Moriya, to provide flattened fine structure 
coefficients (column 28, lines 1 3-32). 

6. Claims 5, 15 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lowry in view of Laroia et al. (USPN 5,839,098), hereinafter referenced as Laroia. 

Regarding claims 5, 15 and 25, Lowry discloses a method wherein the 
transformation function changes the time scale of the residual signal by performing 
operations that include: 

selecting a set of samples from the residual signal, wherein the set of samples is 
a consecutive sequence of samples taken from the residual signal (consecutive), such 
that the set of samples corresponds to a contiguous interval of time in the residual 
signal (column 4, lines 40-47), but does not specifically teach performing linear 
interpolation between samples in the first set of samples so as to model the residual 
signal over said contiguous interval of time as a piecewise linear function and 
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generating the modified residual signal by generating a new sequence of samples from 
the piecewise linear function such that the cardinality of the new sequence of samples is 
equal to the same fixed number of samples as contained in the residual signal frame. 

Laroia discloses a method to identify pitch pulses (column 7, lines 13-22) by 
performing linear interpolation between samples in the first set of samples (linear 
interpolation; column 9, lines 4-16) so as to model the residual signal over said 
contiguous interval of time as a piecewise linear function (piecewise linear function; 
column 9, lines 38-43); and 

generating the modified residual signal by generating a new sequence of 
samples from the piecewise linear function such that the cardinality of the new 
sequence of samples is equal to the same fixed number of samples (frames of fixed 
numbers) as contained in the residual signal frame (column 6, lines 25-62), to improving 
speech. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Lowry's method wherein it performs linear 
interpolation between samples in the first set of samples so as to model the residual 
signal over said contiguous interval of time as a piecewise linear function and generates 
the modified residual signal by generating a new sequence of samples from the 
piecewise linear function such that the cardinality of the new sequence of samples is 
equal to the same fixed number of samples as contained in the residual signal frame, as 
taught by Laroia, to enhance the characterization for producing an improved perceptual 
accuracy in corresponding synthesized speech (column 4, lines 14-18). 
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Conclusion 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R. Jackson whose telephone number is 
571 .272.761 9. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571.272.7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Also, there has been a recent change in art unit designation from 2655 to technology 
division 2626. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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April 2, 2006 



DAVID HUDSPETH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



